2016 AP Human Geography Summer Assignment
Read Preemptive Love by Jeremy Courtney and answer the following: Due the first day
back
1. The story of Preemptive Love opens with a possible theme when Jeremy says on page 9,
“it can be so difficult to see things for what they are; even more to see what they could be.”
Discuss this quote in light of the story. How does this reflect the mission of the Preemptive
Love Coalition?
2. Jeremy and Jessica coming to grips with life without electricity in Iraq sets the stage for
what would soon become their “preemptive love” way of life. Discuss the conclusion from
page 9, “We don’t need power to live in peace,” and the various ways it challenges your
assumptions about life in the midst of war, in marriage or the workplace, and life in general.
3. The story of the Courtney family is extraordinary and heroic, but in many ways, Jeremy
shares how he is just like all of us. On page 14, he says, “everything I do is probably
motivated by some sense of guilt or out of a desire to stave off my own demise.” Is this
feeling true for most of us? Do we often want to partake in charity out of a sense of guilt or
fear? Explain your answer.
4. Preemptive Love is full of surprises, from unlikely friendships to unfailing faith even in the
presence of great danger. What surprised you the most in this story?
5. Did Jeremy’s description of contemporary Iraq give you a new perspective on the situation
there? Why or why not?
6. Discuss the irony of the Grand Sheikh’s decree: “we must stop this treatment lest it lead
our children and their parents to love their enemies, leading to apostasy” (p. 67). Can you
think of a similar irony that exists in the United States?
7. Revisit Kadeeja’s story beginning on page 122. What lessons can we glean from it? Why
was Kadeeja’s father able to overcome his distrust of the Turkish doctor?
8. Do you think that Rizgar’s ten-year journey away from home as a child, and his
subsequent return as an adult, was a matter of fate or luck? In what ways do you think his
time away from home helped shape his work with the Preemptive Love Coalition?
9. Mustafa proudly displays his tattered soccer ball after his surgery, showing Jeremy and his
team that miracles can happen. What do you think this soccer ball might be a metaphor for in
Mustafa’s life? What about for Jeremy and his friends?
10. Why do you think that Rizgar chose to go to prison rather than use the “Get Out of Jail
Free” card offered to him in exchange for information on Jeremy Courtney and his family?
Consider this in juxtaposition to his later choices, and discuss how real people can
sometimes be at once a friend and an enemy.

11. On page 226 Jeremy quotes the Aeneid: “I fear Greeks, even those bearing gifts.” How
does this quote connect to the story of the Preemptive Love Coalition?

